
BCCS Water Challenge Part Three:
Water  & Environmental Justice

● This Hu�ington Post article clearly explains some of the e�ects of bottled water on the global environment. Think
bottled water is safer than tap water? Think again. Keep a reusable water bottle with you and refill it at one of the
hydration stations located in all BCCS school buildings to help reduce the amount of disposable plastics our district
generates.

● Water is considered a “renewable resource”, but that does not mean that it is an endless source. Educate yourself on
the diminishing rivers situation in the U.S. using this interactive website. This video shows that melting polar ice caps is
another problem a�ecting our water situation across the globe. This interactive website is a resource for students that
covers many of the important aspects of how water sustains life and it’s importance in all global systems.

● What is your plastic consumption impact on the environment? Whenever possible carry a reusable cup or bottle for
drinking water throughout the day. And skip the plastic straws. (Another thought: if you do consume drinks from a 6 or
8-pack, either cans or bottles, think of the wildlife and be sure to cut the plastic loops on the carriers.) Think it’s too hard
to give up plastics? Some businesses are making the attempt and individuals can try, too.

● BONUS: The “Water Calculator” button on the water footprint calculator website is a great resource to determine your
overall water usage. Share it with your students, family members and friends and encourage them to go through the
questions, too.

● EXTRA BONUS: Ask your students (or yourself) to check out the images about the plastics islands in the oceans. How
large are they? How do they form? Here’s a resource with “trash islands by the numbers” stats. This link includes a
video that shows an invention that is trying to help the situation.

● EXTRA, EXTRA  BONUS: Count the number of disposable drink containers (think bottled waters, co�ee shop to-go cups,
fast food drink cups, etc.) you (and/or the students) use in one day. How many for the week? (Quantities may be noted
on the tracking log, if desired.)

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/norm-schriever/post_5218_b_3613577.html
https://experiencelife.com/article/truth-on-tap/
https://www.earthday.org/fact-sheet-single-use-plastics/
https://sciencing.com/about-5251373-water-renewable-resource-.html
https://disappearingwest.org/rivers.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaRcLfNGydI
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/10-things-water/
https://experiencelife.lifetime.life/article/plastics-the-beginning-of-the-end/
https://www.watercalculator.org/
https://experiencelife.com/article/why-are-our-oceans-full-of-plastic/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/science/2018/03/22/great-pacific-garbage-patch-grows/446405002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/science/2018/03/22/great-pacific-garbage-patch-grows/446405002/

